free speech

ETHNIC INTIMIDATION

| am writing to express my disgust over the
racist slurs and sestures my Kettering Fane
mont High Sehool varsity cheerleader endured
at the hettering Fairmont vs. Dunbar home
eame December 1.

Dunbar, whieh s a Davton Public Sehonl,
want the game Fairly and dominated the ame.
However, as the Dunbar athletes seored, shouts
ol "Hey Kool-Awl” “Am’t oo fried chicken
here” and “Monkey” were delivered by Ketter-
mg Fairmont students. amd "Hnliiulgh-ﬁ" ype
daneces were done in the front row of the stu-
dent section.

Would el slurs not be o direct viola-
ton of OHSAA codes of conduct!? Granted
it was not coming from the athletes but from
students who should have been controlled by
authorities. kudos must also be given 1o the
Dunbar athletes, athlete stall? an suppaorters
whoe maintamed control and composure while
enhuring this verbal attack.

hettering Fairmont High Sehool author-
ties obviously heard the slurs and did nothing,
Alter the game [ spoke with Athletie Director
Brizn Doneher and asked why nothing was
done to stop the actions and shared how hort
we were, He listened to me, threw his head to
the side, sard “OK,” and walked away. He didn’t
ash for my name or any contact mformation m
which to Tollow up.

superintendent Jim Schoenlem and Priner-
pal Dan YonHandor! were in the building as
well. The shouts were loud enongh for me to
hear in the side bleachers and lond enough for
the Dunbar Fans to hear as well.

My daughters (the cheerleader and her sis-
terl, who were embarrassed by their school
peers and the lack of authoritative concern,
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.’I}m|n;].rrr| to the Dunbar coach on behall of
Fairmont. The Dunbar conch stated that they
are used Lo this type of lreatment when they
come to hettering, This is most unfortunate
and is indieative of a deeper issue.

On Deeember 2 at approximately noon, my
danghter hyetra Williams called me 1o let me
know that Me, VonHandorl and Mr. Donoher
|r|1||1'|{ ||-:'|' ot of class to qlu'hrirlll I'II"['.Illllih i*-.
also ir|H|r|rmpl1':lhu as | left VonHandort and
schoenlem my work number and an alternate
pumber in ovder to reach me, Questioning my
child (who 1.'|:l-:l|rt‘m|l'n upset abou Ty actions
was oul of line, Donoher’s exeuse was that he
was inoand out ol the arena and didn’t hear
||'|I‘ i||li|||r.~;-

This 15 not the first racial ineident al ket-
tering Fairmont High Sehool for my family
either, I have been |rH1I|iI|1Lr peree ions and at-
titudes sinee my daughters” Kindergaden and
first grade vears at Orehard Park Elementary
Schoal. T was not afraid to speak out on injus-
tice aned wrongdoing back then, nor am 1 now.

Inewdents such as the Fairmont vs. Dunbar
oceurrence make me eoncerned for the well-
biing, education and safety of my ehildren. We
have lived here for 12 vears, _~;||'f||:c||-l|1| levies
and volunteered for :‘]l} functions, To have
these high-ranking school officials ignore bla-
tant racisimn at a ||iy|| sihionl I ITTTR T T turl
l|i.-.’||:|m'|||l:~'. i :I||4| coverd |:l; |=|r||ml.l.4'|'-i s
who embrace this ethnocentrie lifestyle.

My family seeks a verbal and written apology
from the Kettering City Schools administeation,
We ,'||-iu r'ﬂ|lh'-.l H|:n|n-ri1'l‘. from 1||:~ l'.||||||~||1--.
mvolvesd an ask that tﬂi'_\ e suspended from
home games, My daughter kyetra E'-"L'||Ii.ﬂ||u.-a Is @
'|..‘I|'.~.i|ll| clieerleader and hias |1-F||1--;r||||-1| ket-
termg ity Schools in the mosl Ill"lil-l'li-li-ilﬂl.‘ll
aned academic manner in all of her lve vears of
cheerleading for Kettering Uity Schools, She
maintains a 35 cumulative average and has
condueted hersell as an ambassador Tor this
.-'.r'||-.|u| 1|-|!'-i| el

This Iype of behavior is t‘url|F|||=11'|_'| fnae-
eeptable in this day and age,

\s of December 7 1 have heand nothing
more [rom any of the I\-I"ll"l'-III:._'" 1:-||_1. schools
:‘u||||]||il;||'.’||u|':~:. | asked to be LI‘FH in the ||m|:
regarding changes amd consequences, as |
believe it affects Iy children.

- Yoerte Williams, ﬁr.ffr'.":rr;_,?




